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Air Quality 

ÅUsually considered as a local problem to be 

assessed/solved with local tools/measures 

ÅMore awareness during the last few decades about 

long-range transported air pollution 
 

ÅPeaks vs. background levels 

ÅHealth effects are difficult to quantify 



1980s : acid rain in Europe 

         - transboundary air pollution 

éthe situation has improved since the 1980s, but the problem is 

not fully  solved. There are still many exceedances of critical loads 

(especially eutrophication). 



Trends in air concentrations and depositions in Europe (1/2) 

Trends in critical load exceedance. Top: acidification, 

bottom: eutrophication. From: ICP Waters report 125/2015 

           http://www.icp-waters.no/ 



Trends in air concentrations and depositions in Europe (2/2) 

Annual mean ozone (black) and 4th highest MDA8 (red) ozone 

recorded at EMEP rural monitoring sites between 1990 and 2012. 
The thick line is the network-wide annual median and lower/higher bounds of the shaded 

areas are for the 25th and 75th percentiles. 
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